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REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMISSION 
 

Summary:  Cabinet is asked to consider the following recommendations from the meeting of 
the Overview and Scrutiny Commission held on 5th July 2007. 

 

1. BIG LOTTERY CHILDREN’S PLAY AND PLAY STRATEGY 

1.1 The Commission has considered a report from Policy Development and Review Panel 
3 on the proposed Breckland Play Strategy and the potential for bringing £238,000 of 
external lottery funding into the district (Minute 28/07 of the meeting of Panel 3 held on 
12 June 2007 refers).   Cabinet agenda item 11 also refers. 

1.2 The key elements for the lottery bid and the key findings in the proposed Play Strategy, 
as set out in the officer’s report, have been noted. 

1.3 In considering whether the lottery bid would be successful, the Panel had noted that 
the various project bids had been designed to satisfy the Lottery Bid form and there 
was a balance between urban and rural areas.  There was a good evidence base for 
the project bids as each area involved had been subject to a village appraisal.  If a bid 
should prove not to be successful, there were a small number of reserve bids which 
would be put forward if the Lottery felt that a project would not be viable.  It has been 
noted that each project had been carefully tailored to the needs of the area. 

1.4 Members had also been advised that the lottery bid formed part of a longer, broader 
strategy which would cover a five-year period and would contain action plans for the 
future of play provision within Breckland.  The Strategy had been produced in 
consultation with the Planning Policy Team and the information regarding play areas 
would, therefore, be contained within the Local Development Framework. 

1.5 In answer to questions, the Commission was informed that a robust assessment of the 
project bids had been carried out by an independent judging panel and that other 
match funding was included in some of the project bids.  All applicants had been 
informed of the outcomes from the assessment and those that had not been 
recommended to go forward at this time were being offered support to help them find 
alternative sources of funding or to develop their projects further. 

1.6 The Commission has supported the Panel’s recommendation in the matter and 
accordingly 

RECOMMENDS to the Cabinet that the Play Strategy be adopted and approval be 
given to the submission of a bid to the Big Lottery Fund for the sum of £238,000. 

2. WATTON HORSE FAIR 

2.1 As members will be aware, the Commission has been conducting a review into the 
operation of the Watton Horse Fair, following the reference to it by the local Ward 
Member, Mr K.S. Gilbert, of issues concerning the regulation of the Fair under the 
Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960 and the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990. 

2.2 The matter was first debated at the Commission’s meeting in March, when it was 
agreed that the operation of the Fair should be closely monitored when it next took 
place on 5th and 6th May (Minute 33/07 of the Commission’s meeting held on 15 March 
2007 refers). 



2.3 At its meeting on 5 July, the Commission considered a report on the results of the 
monitoring of the Fair held on 5-6 May 2007 and received further evidence on the 
event from public witnesses. 

2.4 The Committee has been informed that evidence to date suggested that the use of the 
land did not require planning permission and although the monitoring exercise carried 
out at the May Fair indicated that there was a probable technical breach of the 1960 
Act in that none of the exemptions contained in Schedule 1 were applicable to the use 
of the land, there was no evidence that this was giving rise to problems.   

2.5 In response to questions, it was explained that the monitoring of the event revealed 
some 52 caravans sited overnight but no detailed evidence was taken of actual 
overnight occupation by persons.  It was estimated there were more than 1000 people 
attending the event on the day of the Fair.  The question of the adequacy of toilet 
facilities in relation to the numbers of people attending the event (10 toilets were 
located on the site) was an issue for further review by officers. 

2.6 It was entirely up to members whether they wished to commission a report to 
Development Control Committee to consider the question of enforcement action but, 
on the evidence to date, the officers’ strong recommendation would be that there were 
no grounds to support enforcement action.  However, if there was any change to the 
evidence available, that judgement may then differ.  

2.7 The evidence given by the witnesses concerned damage caused by people and dogs 
entering and leaving excreta and other waste on the neighbouring Wayland Wood and 
Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), and the impact from loss of visitors to 
Wayland Wood, to which access was closed for the week of the Fair, and a resulting 
loss of business to the adjoining Caravan Site as a direct result of the Fair. 

2.8 Views have been expressed that the Council should take a more positive stance 
towards regulating the operation of the Fair and mitigating its impact on the local and 
surrounding area.  Concerns were expressed about animal welfare and public 
sanitation facilities.  It was felt more could be done to ensure horses for sale during the 
event (often done outside the sale ring) complied with the regulations to have horse 
passports, and to look at wider issues of anti social behaviour and crime and disorder.  

2.9 Other views concerned the fact that the Fair had outgrown the site and that perhaps a 
larger and more appropriately located alternative site should be found for the event. 

2.10 Another Fair was due to be held at the beginning of September and the Police were 
organising a further liaison meeting with the Fair organiser, the land owner, 
representatives of the Town Council and officers from Breckland.  It was proposed that 
Breckland Members should be represented at this meeting and that the opportunity be 
taken to encourage the organiser and site owner to provide better animal welfare and 
public sanitation facilities. 

2.11 The Commission has agreed that the next Fair in September should be very closely 
monitored and detailed evidence gathered of any evidence of a prosecutable nature.  
In addition, the Commission 

 RECOMMENDS to Cabinet that it nominates a small delegation of members to meet 
the organisers of the Fair and the Police at the next liaison meeting to raise the 
question of whether an alternative location can be found for the Fair and to encourage 
the organisers to provide better animal welfare and public sanitation and other health 
welfare facilities. 

 


