
         Appendix 1 
 
 

Scrutiny – Task and Finish Groups 
 

Topic Identification & Planning for 2009 Programme 
 

 
The Scrutiny workshop held at Watton on 2 December identified some 
significant topics reflecting non-executive member-led scrutiny. These can be 
grouped into the following general themes: 
 
1) Local Development Framework 
 
2) Health 
 
3) Waste & Recycling 
 
4) Transport/Parking 
 
5) Rural Issues Agenda 
 
6) Sewage & Flooding 
 
7) Youth Issues  
 
LDF 
 
Insofar as the new task and finish groups are concerned, retaining panel 1 as 
a dedicated LDF Group will ensure that this important policy development 
work is continued, drawing on the knowledge and expertise gained by 
members on the Panel to date. There is also the opportunity to examine key 
issues within the LDF in greater detail, e.g. “garden grab”, minerals strategy 
etc.  
 
 Health 
 
Whilst Norfolk County Council has lead responsibility for Health Scrutiny, 
there is no reason why Breckland shouldn’t also be investigating pertinent 
issues under the banner of community wellbeing. Indeed former Panel 3 did 
have a significant emphasis on health issues. However, any specific review 
needs to be cognisant of the County’s Health Scrutiny Work Programme so as 
to avoid unnecessary duplication. There is also opportunity here for possible 
joint scrutiny working with neighbouring local authorities. 
 
The following are suggested as high profile and high impact issues suitable 
for scrutiny review in 2009 
 

• Access to NHS Dentistry service 

• GP waiting times 

• BDC’s “Walking for Health” programme 

• Smoking in public: enforcement 



• Joined Up Services 

• Moving Thetford Forward – health dimension 
 
 
Waste & Recycling 
 
This item could be headed alternatively as “Green Agenda”. Members were 
no doubt prompted in suggesting this given the recent changes in the market 
for recyclables where income has reduced greatly due to the economic 
slowdown. If these materials aren’t being bought they will be literally starting 
to stack up somewhere. 
 
The following are suggested as high profile and high impact issues suitable 
for scrutiny review in 2009 
 

• Long term viability of recyclables – impact on Breckland Council 

• Packaging reduction by local retailers 

• Disposal of Trade Waste – Legal and Illegal (Fly tipping) 

• Wind Turbine at Elizabeth House, Dereham 
 
Transport/Parking 
 
A scrutiny enquiry into public transport was carried out approximately 3 years 
ago and the experience indicated that a tight and narrow focus to reviews 
would result in the most robust and targeted results. Car Parking is certainly a 
“hot issue” locally, and is clearly politically sensitive. Despite a couple of half-
hearted attempts to scrutinise this area, these is a strong basis – based on a 
high public impact – to examine the issue through a review. Whether such a 
review includes the charging/non charging issue within its terms of reference 
rests with elected members. 
 
The following are suggested as high profile and high impact issues suitable 
for scrutiny review in 2009 
 

• Review of Off Street Car Parking 

• Lorry Parking provision (in Dereham/other towns) 

• Park & Ride (for Dereham or Thetford) 

• Use of Fixed/Mobile Speed Cameras  

• Rationalisation of Council owned land for car parking  
 
 

Rural Issues Agenda 
 
With 51% of District residents living in the villages, it is important that scrutiny 
seeks to include rural issues within its work programme. Contraction of 
traditional forms of employment, particularly in agriculture, allied to lack of 
“affordable housing”, dwindling public transport and local services (shops, 
post office, pubs) along with an increasing elderly/retired population and 
significant levels of second home ownership brings its own challenges to 
sustainable country life.  
 



A wide-ranging review of Sustainable Rural Communities would be a large 
piece of work likely to take many months. As an alternative, a simpler piece of 
work, scrutiny of play areas in villages represents a simpler piece of work at 
the micro level. 
 
 
Sewage & Flooding 
 
Given the events of last summer, flooding is an issue high up on the public’s 
collective consciousness. Allied to the related issue of infrastructure impact 
under the LDF growth, supply of utilities, including water and sewerage, is 
paramount. Any review will need either to be targeted to a particular locality 
where flooding is a known and recurring problem or to address the situation 
generally across the district or beyond (with scope for a joint review). 
 
Youth Agenda  
 
The identification of youth-centric issues allows scope for direct engagement 
with matters of concern for young people. 
 
The following are suggested as high profile and high impact issues suitable 
for scrutiny review in 2009 
 

• Youth/Play facilities in villages 

• Open Spaces Assessment 

• Citizenship in schools 
 
Other Issues 
 
Aside from the specific topics identified above, another general theme which 
impinges on some of them showing its cross cutting nature is the challenges 
to the Council arising from the economic slowdown e.g. difficulty in paying 
Council tax/business rates, support for small businesses, crime and disorder 
impact, reduction of income from commercial lettings.   
 
Opportunities for Executive –led policy review and development could also be 
explored e.g. new Affordable Housing Policy.  
 
“Minor” T&F Topics 
 
Aside from the “major” topic areas identified above, there is also scope for 
worthwhile but less public impacting reviews. These also originate from the 2 
December workshop and conceivably could be dealt with as one-offs by the 
OSC. 
 

• Joint Working with Third Tier Councils 

• Tree Preservation Orders – policy and effectiveness 

• Conservation Areas – effectiveness 
 


