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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 The purpose of the Report is to advise Members of the contents of Annual Monitoring 
Report for the 2007/2008 financial year. 

 

2. Recommendations 
 It is recommended that the Council/Committee: 
 
2.1 Note the contents of the Report  

 

 
Note:  In preparing this report, due regard has been had to equality of opportunity, 
human rights, prevention of crime and disorder, environmental and risk management 
considerations as appropriate.  Relevant officers have been consulted in relation to any 
legal, financial or human resources implications and comments received are reflected in 
the report. 
 

3.1 Information, Issues and Options 

3.1.1 All local authorities are required to produce Annual Monitoring Reports (AMRs) by 
virtue of Section 35 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. This is the 
third AMR to be produced by the Council and seeks to monitor a number of Core 
Output indicators outlined in the Government’s ‘Local Development Framework 
Monitoring: A Good Practice Guide’. 

3.1.2 The AMR measures the performance of planning policies and development activity 
over a financial year.  It reports on Core Output Indicators set out by the Government 
related to housing, employment, retail development and environmental protection. 
The AMR also reports on the progress made on preparing Local Development 
Documents detailed in the Local Development Scheme. 

3.1.3 As Breckland is yet to adopt a Development Plan Document (DPD) the AMR 
currently monitors the performance of the saved policies of the adopted Local Plan, 
the government’s Core Output Indicators and other indicators relating to development 
in the District. 

3.1.4 Once Breckland adopts the Core Strategy and Development Control Policies DPD 
the AMR will be central to monitoring the performance of the plan and highlight the 
need for an early review of policies if necessary.   

3.1.5 The AMRs produced since the 2004 act provide useful baseline data of which the 
performance of future policies can be measured against.  

3.1.6 The following paragraphs summarise the findings of this years report: 

Housing 

3.17 Over the financial year 2007/2008, 625 new homes were built in the district.  Of these 
625 new homes, 91 were affordable – equivalent to 14%.  81% of the new homes 
were built on brownfield land, this compares to the regional target of 60%.  As of 1st 
April 2008, there were 2,172 homes with planning permission that were either under 
construction or had no yet commenced. 

Employment 

3.18 Over the financial year 2007/2008, 4,028 square metres of employment floor space 
were developed.  This development occurred in Dereham, Snetterton and Thetford.  



There is currently 148.37 hectares of employment land allocated or with planning 
permission for development 

Retail/Town Centre Developed 

3.19 The floorspace of Use Class A1 (convenience and comparison shops) floorspace 
dropped this year.  However, the floorspace of Use Class A2 (financial & professional 
services) and Use Class A3 (restaurants and cafes) increased.  The number of 
vacant retail units in Breckland’s town centres increased over the financial year, 
however, the percentage of vacant units in town centres is still very low (3%)  

Natural Resources 

3.20 Only 7 hectares of greenfield land were lost to development this year.  

Environment 

3.20 As of November 2008, 50% of Sites of Specific Scientific Interest in Breckland were 
in a favourable condition.  Out of the 50% in an unfavourable condition only 15% are 
declining in condition. 

In addition to reporting on indicators the AMR also reports on the progress of the preparation 
of the LDF.  Over the financial year 2007/2008 Breckland completed consultation on both the 
Issues and Options and Preferred Options on the Core Strategy.  The Council also issued a 
call for sites to be considered in the Site Specific Policies and Proposals DPD.  This was the 
first step in the preparation of the Site Specific Policies and Proposals DPD.   

The Annual Monitoring Report 2008 is found in Appendix A to this report. 

3.2 Options 

3.2.1 There are no options as the report is for information only 

3.3 Reasons for Recommendation(s) 

3.3.1 To submit an Annual Monitoring Report to the Secretary of State as required by 
Section 35 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 

4. Risk and Financial Implications 

4.1 Risk  

4.1.1 I have completed the Risk Management questionnaire and can confirm that risk has 
been given careful consideration, and that there are no significant risks identified 
associated with the information in this report. 

4.2 Financial  

4.2.1 This report has no direct financial implications.   

5. Legal Implications 

5.1 This report has no direct legal implications.  The Regulations which accompany the 
preparation of a Development Plan Document are to be adhered to.  Failure to 
consider the Regulations and proceed in accordance with them could result in either 
the document being found unsound or Judicial Review.  

6. Other Implications    

a) Equalities: - None 

b) Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998:  None   

c) Section 40, Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006: None 



d) Human Resources:  None 

e) Human Rights:  None 

f) Other:  None 

7. Alignment to Council Priorities 

7.1 The report is relevant to the following Council priorities:  

• Building Safer and Stronger Communities 

• Environment 

• Prosperous Communities 

8. Ward/Community Affected 

8.1 The Dereham Green Infrastructure Study will affect all Wards in Dereham as well as 
Springvale and Scarning Ward. 

 
Background Papers 
Breckland Core Strategy and Development Control Policies submission document 
 
Lead Contact Officer: 
Name/Post: Sam Hubbard: Planning Policy Officer 
Telephone: 01362 656857 
Email:  sam.hubbard@breckland.gov.uk 
 
Key Decision Status (Executive Decisions only): 
This is not a key decision.  
 
Appendices attached to this report:  
Appendix A – Annual Monitoring Report 


