
BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

Report of: Mark Robinson, Executive Member Governance

To: Community Governance Sub Committee

Author: Sue Daniels, Electoral Services Team Leader

Subject: Stage 1 Consultation responses

Purpose: To consider the responses to the stage 1 consultation, and agree the 
recommendations to go forward for consideration as part of the Stage 2 
consultation.

Recommendation(s): 

1) That members consider the responses to the Stage 1 consultation, and agree draft 
recommendations to be considered at Stage 2 consultation.

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 Council agreed on 2nd November 2017 to carry out Community Governance Reviews for the 
parishes of Carbrooke, Great Ellingham and Thetford. Council also agreed to the creation 
of the Community Governance Sub-Committee to oversee the reviews and report back to 
Council for final approval.

1.2 Terms of Reference for the reviews were subsequently agreed at a meeting of the 
Community Governance Sub-Committee on 12th December 2017.  This was followed by 
publication of the Notice of Reviews, together with the Terms of Reference on 8th January 
2018. 

1.3 A Community Governance Review is a review of the whole or part of a district to consider  
one or more of the following: 

 creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes; 
 the naming of parishes and the style (i.e. whether to call it a town council or 

village council etc.) of new parishes; 
 the electoral arrangements for parishes – the ordinary year of election, the 

size of the council, the number of councillors to be elected and parish 
warding; 

 grouping parishes under a common parish council, or de-grouping parishes. 

1.4  Under the legislation the District Council must aim to ensure that community governance in
 the area under review: 

 reflects the identities and interests of the community in that area  
 is effective and convenient 
 takes into account any other arrangements for the purpose of community 

representation or community engagement 

1.5 When considering this, the Council must have regard to two key principles:- 

 the impact of community governance arrangements on community cohesion; and 



 the size, population and boundaries of any new local community or parish. 

1.6 The recommendations must take account of any representations received and should be 
supported by evidence that demonstrates any proposed arrangements take account of 
these criteria.  It is desirable that a parish council should reflect a distinctive and 
recognisable community of place, with its own sense of identity. The views of local 
communities and inhabitants are of central importance.  The focus of people’s day-to-day 
activities may not be reflected in their feeling of community identity.  The feeling of local 
community and the wishes of local inhabitants are the primary considerations.

2.0 CONSULTATION – STAGE 1

2.1 This report outlines the responses to the first stage of the public consultation. The 
consultation commenced on 8th January 2018 and closed on 16th March 2018. Details of
the reviews were widely advertised throughout the period, and included articles in the 
Eastern Daily Press, Thetford & Brandon Times, and Watton & Swaffham Times, together 
with regular promotion through Breckland Councils Facebook and Twitter accounts, as well 
as regular correspondence with the Parish Councils and Ward representatives concerned.

A total of 533 responses have been received by the close of the 1st stage consultation (16th 
March 2018). Details of the responses, together with some guidance and relevant Maps are 
attached to this report as Appendices A to F.

2.2. The number of responses received for each review are as follows:-

 Carbrooke Review 5
 Gt Ellingham Review 3
 Thetford Review 525

3.0 CONSULTATION – STAGE 2

3.1 Legislation requires a Stage 2 consultation on the possible options to take forward from the 
analysis of the responses to the Stage 1 consultation.   The Stage 2 consultation 
commences on 16th April for a 10 week period ending on 22nd June 2018.

. 
4.0 OPTIONS

4.1 Agree the recommendations to go forward to Stage 2 Consultation

5.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S)

5.1 To comply with the requirements of the Local Government and Public Involvement in 
Health Act 2007 having regard to the Guidance on Community Governance Reviews 
issued by the Department of Communities and Local Government (March 2010)

6.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS

6.1 To deliver the benefits in line with the criteria set down in the Local Government
and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 for improved community engagement, more 
cohesive communities, better local democracy and result in more effective and 
convenient delivery of local services

7.0 IMPLICATIONS



7.1 In preparing this report, the report author has considered the likely implications of the 
decision - particularly in terms of Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues; 
Constitutional & Legal; Contracts; Corporate Priorities; Crime & Disorder; Equality & 
Diversity/Human Rights; Financial; Health & Wellbeing; Reputation; Risk Management; 
Safeguarding; Staffing; Stakeholders/Consultation/Timescales; Transformation 
Programme; Other. Where the report author considers that there may be implications 
under one or more of these headings, these are identified below.

7.2 Constitution & Legal
7.2.1 Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007

7.3 Corporate Priorities
7.3.1 Providing the right services, at the right time and in the right way. 
7.3.2 Enabling stronger, more Independent communities.

7.4  Financial 
7.4.1 The work will be undertaken by officers by way of normal business

7.5 Stakeholders / Consultation / Timescales
7.5.1 Residents of Carbrooke, Great Ellingham, Thetford, Croxton, Brettenham & Kilverstone
7.5.2 Consultation Stage 2, 10 weeks, 16th April to 22nd June 2018.

8.0 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED
8.1 Carbrooke, Attleborough, Gt Ellingham, Thetford, Croxton, Brettenham and 

Kilverstone

9.0 ACRONYMS 
9.1 Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 (LGPIH)
9.2      Sustainable Urban Extension (SUE)
9.3      Terms of Reference (ToR)

Background papers:- None but we have had regard to the following published document: 
Guidance on Community Governance Reviews 2010- published by 
The Local Government Boundary Commission/Department for 
Communities and Local Government.

Lead Contact Officer
Name and Post: Sue Daniels, Electoral Services Team Leader
Telephone Number: 01362 656870
Email: elections@breckland.gov.uk 

Key Decision: No 

Exempt Decision: No 

This report refers to a Mandatory Service 

Appendices attached to this report:  
Appendix A to Appendix I. 
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