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Background to Report
Station Lane in Thetford is the road that runs from the northern Norwich-bound platform of
the Railway Station, northwards to the A1066 Mundford Road (see figure 1 below). The road
provides the only vehicular access to the northern platform. It also provides access to Rose
Cottage and numbers 1–4 Station Cottages, the old signal box, a Network Rail compound, and
Carter’s Builders’ Yard. (This road should not be confused with the other road — also named
Station Lane — that runs south from an adjacent point on the A1066 and passes under the
narrow railway bridge to join Canterbury Way.)
On several occasions, members of the Public have raised concerns though the Community SubGroup about the state of the surface of Station Lane. A particular concern is that as a result
of the poor surface, some local taxi companies have refused to use it. The Community SubGroup have looked into the matter, focusing on the legal status of the road and who might be
responsible for maintaining it. This report is the culmination of that work, and is presented
for the Board’s consideration.

History of Station Lane
Before the railway was built, Station Lane was originally part of the main road from Thetford
to Mundford road. This route followed a roughly straight path from the current A11/A1066
roundabout past the location of the Station and down what is now Station Road to join the
Norwich road near the Croxton Road / Whitehart Street junction. When the railway was first
built, a level crossing was installed to the west of the platforms to allow traffic to cross. This
was authorised by the Norwich and Brandon Railway Act 1845.
Later, the Great Eastern Railway (General Powers) Act 1885 Act gave the Railway Company
permission to stop up the level crossing on condition that they built a diversion of Mundford
Road to join with Croxton Road just north of the railway bridge. The configuration of roads
after this can be seen in figure 2 below. Later on, the Highway Authority purchased a small
corner of the recreation ground in order to smooth out the line of what is now the A1066,
between the original line and the diversion route. The current configuration of the roads can
be see in figure 1.

Land Ownership
Enquiries with the Land Registry have revealed that most of the land between the boundaries of
Station Lane has no registered owner. However the western half of the road along the frontage
of Carter’s yard is registered to Carter. (This arrangement of land up to the centre-line of a
road belonging to the owner of the property on either side is common for Public Highways.) In
particular, in response to an FOI request, Network Rail have confirmed that neither them nor
any of their predecessors have ever owned any of Station Lane.

Evidence for Current Legal Status
Station Lane is not currently recorded by Norfolk County Council on their official register
of “Streets Maintainable at the Public Expense”. Norfolk County Council’s position is that
the road was stopped up by the Great Eastern Railway (General Powers) Act 1885 Act, and
therefore ceased to be a Public Highway at that point.
In coming to this conclusion Norfolk County Council are relying on two pieces of evidence.
First the map attached to the Act (see figure 3(b below) that labelled Station Lane as “Route
to be Diverted” and secondly the text of Section 16 of the Railways Clauses Consolidation Act
1845, which was incorporated by reference into the 1885 Act. This gives various powers to
Railway Companies, including to:
. . . divert or alter, as well temporarily as permanently, the course of any such
rivers or streams of water, roads, streets, or ways, or raise or sink the level or any
such rivers or streams, roads, streets, or ways, in order the more conveniently to
carry the same over or under or by the side of the railway, as they may think proper;
However, this conclusion by the County Council is disputed, and there is also evidence that
suggests that the route was not stopped up by the Great Eastern Railway (General Powers)
Act 1885. Under the legal maxim “Once a highway, always a Highway”, if the route was not
officially stopped up it would remain a Public Highway today, and Norfolk County Council
would be responsible for maintaining it in good repair. Arguments in favour of this view are
as follows:
1. In section 7(o), the 1885 Act states explicitly that rights are extinguished at the point
where the road crosses the railway, i.e. over the level crossing (see figure 3a below). There
is no corresponding statement about the stopping up of any rights along he rest of the
road. The presence of the explicit statement for the level crossing and the absence of
and explicit statement for the rest of the road is strong evidence that this Act did not
extinguish the pre-existing rights along the rest of the road.
2. On the map attached to the 1885 Act (see figure 3b below), the section of Station Lane
is labelled as “Road to be Diverted” while the level crossing itself is described as “level
crossing to be stopped up”. The different language here suggests a different legal status
was intended. It can be argued that while the intention of the Act was to divert the route
of the main road, there was no intention to stop up the pre-existing rights over the rest
of the road.
3. The Railway Cottages on the North side of the track (which were build prior to 1885)
would require either public or private access rights to be maintained along the road. The
Act talks of “all public and other rights of way” being extinguished at the level crossing. If
this was to apply to the rest of the road, then there would need to be some other provision
to maintain private rights for the houses. But no such provision is made. Therefore there
could be no such loss of rights along the rest of the road.
4. The 1885 Act includes a specific requirement for the Railway Company to provide and
maintain a footbridge to allow “persons on foot at all times to cross and re-cross the
railway”. It is unlikely such a provision would be made solely to ensure that pedestrians
could cross from one platform to the other, so by implication there would have to be a
route with at least pedestrian rights remaining on the north side of the line. The only
such option is Station Lane.
5. Where other roads have been stopped up where they ccross the line, it is common for the

roads leading all the way up to the line to be retained as Public Highways. (For example
Heath Lane and Sandfield lane in the Parish of Quiddenham, and Stayground Lane in
the Parish of Wymondham.)
6. Given that the Railway Company did not already own or seek to obtain ownership of the
road, and yet still needed it for access to the signal box and Station-master’s cottage, it
would have not have been in their interests to cause it cease to be a Public Highway. So
it is hard to believe that they would have instigated legislation to do so.
7. As late as the 1950’s, the route of Station Lane remained depicted as a significant road on
official Ordnance Survey maps, and is labelled continuously with the current A1066 route
to the north as “Mundford Road”. (See figure 2 below.) This suggests that despite the
diversion being opened, the old route to the north side of the station was still regarded as
a Public Highway at that time. If it was not stopped up by the 1885 Act, then it would
still be a Public Highway today.
8. The 1845 Consolidation Act referenced by the County Council has no bearing on the case,
since Section 1 of that Act clearly states that it applies only to new railways. The Ely to
Norwich line was not new 1885 when the incorporating Act was passed. Moreover, even
if the 1845 Act did apply, just because the Act gave Railway Company the power to stop
up any roads, it does not mean that they used it.

Absence of Route from Local Street Gazetteer
It is also interesting to note that the Station Lane that is the subject of this report is not
currently listed in Norfolk County Council’s Local Street Gazetteer, despite it being an access
road to a number of residential properties, and having official-looking council-type street name
signs. Furthermore, the neighbouring street with the same “Station Lane” name, does appear
in the Gazetteer and is listed on the List of Streets, though does not have name signs.
The duplication of the name is likely to have been the result of some administrative confusion.
It is possible that the same confusion led to the western street accidentally taking the Public
Highway status that should have been assigned to the Eastern street.
All Streets, whether public for private, that are known to the Highway Authority should be
included in the Local Street Gazetteer. Breckland District Council (as the Street Naming
Authority) has already been contacted about this omission.

Recommendations
1. The GTDP Board recognises the importance of maintaining public rights over this route
and the importance of maintaining a suitable surface to ensure the Norwich-bound platform at the station is accessible to all.
2. The GTDP Board asks Norfolk County Council to look again at the legal status of the
road, and report back on its findings to the Board.
3. If Station Lane is found not to be a public highway, then the GTDP Board asks Norfolk
County Council to consider either re-adopting it or at least undertaking re-surfacing work.

Maps, References & Evidence

Figure 1: Current road layout as depicted on OpenStreetMap in 2017. The Station Lane in
question is highlighted in yellow. The full map can be viewed online at http://osm.org/
go/0ETAexUN. Note the other road also named Station Lane that lies to the west and passes
under the railway to join Canterbury Way. (Map data c OpenStreetMap Contributors, ODbL.
Rendering c OpenStreetMap Foundation, CC-By-SA.)

Figure 2: Extract from the 1952 six-inch-to-the-mile Ordnance Survey map (Norfolk Sheet CII
View: Norfolk CII.NE (includes: Croxton; Kilverstone; Thetford.) - Ordnance Survey Six-inch England and Wales, 1842-1952
NE). The full sheet
can be viewed online at http://maps.nls.uk/view/101584235.
http://maps.nls.uk/view/101584235
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Figure 3: Extracts from the Great Eastern Railway (General Powers) Act 1885. (a) The text
of Section 7(o). (b) The map of road diversion in Thetford. The full text of the Act can be
viewed online at https://goo.gl/vMtx1U.

Other References
• The Norwich and Brandon Railway Act 1845 can be viewed online at
https://goo.gl/xxCJmn.
• The Great Eastern Railway (General Powers) Act 1885 can be viewed online at
https://goo.gl/vMtx1U.
• The Railways Clauses Consolidation Act 1845 can be viewed online at
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/Vict/8-9/20.
• A Freedom of Information Request to Network Rail about the status of Station Lane
Lane can be viewed online at
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/station_lane_thetford.
• A Freedom of Information Request to Norfolk County Council about the status of Station
Lane Lane can be viewed online at
https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/station_lane_thetford_2.
• The Land Registry Title for the RG Carter Builders’ Yard can be viewed online at
https://goo.gl/oPFicR.
• Norfolk County Council’s working map of Highway Boundaries can be viewed online at
https://goo.gl/EPBnuq
• Norfolk County Council’s map of Public Highway centre-lines can be viewed online at
http://maps.norfolk.gov.uk/highways/

