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MINUTES
Greater Thetford Development Partnership

Communities Sub-Group

17 May 2017 
19:00hrs

Chair: Mr Robert Whittaker Note / Minute 
Taker:

Attendees: Corinne Fulford, Doug Stephen, Andy Cruse
Apologies Ray Herries, Diana Goucher,

1. Introductions
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained the purpose of 
the Greater Thetford Development Partnership Board and its three sub-groups.  
Members introduced themselves.  

2. Approval of Minutes

A member of the public asked for an amendment under Minute Item 3d to read - 
ACTION – the Sub-Group to stress the importance to the GTDP Board of 
working towards the development of an integrated transport plan for Thetford.  

Subject to this amendment the minutes of the meeting held 19 April were 
approved.

3. Announcements & matters arising
The Chairman discussed his update and highlighted: 

GTDP Board meeting met on 21 April. It was still not clear when the Board’s 
objectives would be made public.  It was good to see that many of the Sub 
Group suggestions were incorporated.  

The Project and Planning sub-group was due to meet on 19 May.

GTDP Website – the new site was due to be launched on 24 May.  There would 
be a list of improvements that the Sub-Group would like to see added to the new 
site.  These would be fed back to the Breckland website team.

Answers to Public Questions:
Bus Interchange - The Chairman was still awaiting for answers on the Bus 
Interchange, and as soon as he had more information he would share with the 
Sub-group.  The post with the two screens were working intermittently, and it 
was hoped that in time Thetford information could be included.  

Action - Corinne Fulford would follow up this action.

Railway Station Issues – a meeting had been arranged for the 22 May with a 
manager from Greater Anglia to discuss the issues and scope improvements.  
The Chairman would raise the parking, and surface and status of Station Lane, 
Disabled Access and the condition of the footbridge.
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Accessibility issues with the Ford Meadow Gates – Thetford Town Council had 
sought advice from an Access Officer at the Suffolk Association of Disabled 
People.  It was agreed at the Amenities Land and Property Committee meeting 
of the Town Council, that it would be better to remove the gates, but to fence off 
the grasslands area. This would be actioned in due course.

King Street Square – The public concern had been raised at the Board meeting, 
and there was no further information to share at this point. 

Education Provision – The Chair had contacted Chris Hey and had received a 
response that was included in the Chairman’s notes.  
Norfolk County Council Education was not aware of any delay, and was working 
on the basis of the new school opening in 2020; given that there was no sign of 
the enabling infrastructure getting the go ahead.  It was inevitable it would be 
later than the original opening of 2019, however could be bought forward if 
necessary.  As things stand currently, there were 15 places available across 
Thetford for Year R (Reception) in September 2017.

ACTION - The chairman agreed to send a note of formal thanks for 
the update from Mr Hey for the update.

A Member of the public asked if sufficient information covered on the action of 
the development of an integrated transport plan for Thetford.  

The Sub group would like to receive an update on signage around the town, as 
there has not been evidence of this being achieved.  In addition, there were two 
ongoing transport studies, Norfolk County Council had been looking at traffic 
flow throughout the town and Breckland were looking at car park utilisation in 
collaboration with the Land Group, and have not received an update on this.

ACTION - It was asked for the GTDP Board to provide the Sub 
Group with an update on the transport studies between Norfolk 
County Council and Breckland Council, together with an update on 
the signage report.  

A member of the public raised concerns about the traffic lights at The Chase, 
where at times there could be significant hold ups in and around this area, due to 
the timings the lights were set.  

Andy Cruse said he would raise a number of issues at the Project and Planning 
Meeting, including the concern of the lack of power at the Thetford Enterprise 
Park.

4. Thetford Enterprise Park & Sustainable Urban Expansion Update

There were no further details to add with regard to the Sustainable Urban 
Extension.

It was understood that works on the Thetford Enterprise Park roundabout would 
be going ahead shortly. 

Concern was expressed about the lack of updates on the SUE progress.

Action - The Sub-Group to request that that the Board provides 
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updates on the SUE and TEP on its 2-month meeting cycle.

5. Public questions
No public questions

6. Items for discussion 
GTDP Website & Public Engagement
Work on the website had been held behind the scenes and would go live shortly.  
The existing content has been re-arranged, and further information would be 
added.  

ACTION - Andy Cruse to ask the Chair of the Project and Planning 
Sub-Group for further information of the group that could be added 
to the website.

The Planning & Projects Sub-Group were looking at revising their Terms of 
Reference and wanted to hold their meetings in private. Currently their ToR state 
the meetings are public, but this does not happen in practice.  It was confirmed 
that this was a meeting of Officers, and not Members, and as some 
commercially sensitive information was discussed, the group met in private.  A 
member of the public said he would find it exceptionally helpful if as much 
information as possible could be shared.

The Sub-Group agreed to maintain its previous position that it believed the 
Planning & Projects Sub-Group meetings should be open to the public. It was 
also agreed that, whether or not the meetings were public, it was important for 
some form of summary of each meeting to be published for the record.

The Sub Group asked for further information to be added to the website about 
the Thetford Sustainable Urban Extension plans and for detailed information of 
the Members of the Groups (such as contact details).

The Chairman suggested that as the minutes took at least a couple of weeks for 
the minutes of the meeting to be published, a short bulletin be produced and 
published on the website, immediately after the meeting, outlining the decisions 
that had been made.  Members agreed they would trial this, and request that the 
Board do the same for their meetings.

A Member of the public suggested to gain further public engagement, and in 
particular with the Youth of the Town, that the Board visit schools (Year 12’s) 
who were studying politics, to encourage them to attend the Sub-Group 
meetings to see how things worked and to also provide an input into the 
development of the Town.

It was understood that two Members of Thetford Town Council had suggested 
that a Youth Council be set up in conjunction with the Town Council.  This was in 
the planning phase, but was resolved that the Town Council liaise with the 
schools during the summer to begin the plans a youth council.

ACTION – the Town Council representative report to the Sub-group 
on the potential of a Youth Council within the Town, and how this 
could link with the GTDP and the Community Sub-group.

 
Corinne Fulford – suggested this topic should be added to the 
next Sub Group agenda, to consider in detail how the Youth could 
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be engaged with the development of the Town.  She would also 
carry out research with the Thetford Academy to find out how 
engaging the youth would work in practice. 

A member of the public said he had signed up on the Breckland Council website 
to receive regular links to the News and events within Breckland, and agendas 
such as the GTDP Board agenda, and found this extremely useful. 

ACTION – The Sub-Group ask that the links to receive news feeds 
are easier to find on the Breckland website.

Cycling and Walking – The Chairman had met with Andrew Hutchinson at 
Norfolk County Council (NCC), and whilst there was some overlap on the 
projects between NCC and the Sub-Group, it was agreed that they would 
continue to work separately on their individual projects.  The Chairman informed 
the Group that NCC had received funding from the Department of Transport to 
introduce a project called ‘Pushing ahead’ where the main focus was on Norwich 
and Gt Yarmouth.  The money would allow for maps and route planning across 
the areas, and was not for infrastructure.  There would also be some funding to 
produce a map for cycling in and around the Thetford area.

The Chairman said in order to continue with his project he would draft a press 
release that would be issued through the parish council magazines, and 
residents associations to seek ideas on the cycle routes around Thetford.

ACTION – The Chair to draft a press release and circulate around to 
members of the Sub Group, before getting approval from the Board 
Chair.

7. Items to Note
The items were noted.

The Public Space Protection Order (PSPO) consultation had ended on 12 May, 
however the Sub Group were invited to send a collective response if they 
wished.  The Sub-Group felt they did not need to send a collective response.   

A member of the public said he had been present at the consultation meeting 
held at the Town Council, where a representative from Breckland Council and 
the Police presented the PSPO.  He was aware that there had been a number of 
responses received to the consultation.

8. Any Other Business
The Chairman raised his concern that communication between the Sub Group 
and Thetford Town Council had not been as good as it could be.  He was aware 
that an update from the Sub Group representative had not been received at 
recent meetings of the Town Council.

Meeting Closed: 9.00pm.


