
 
 
 
BRECKLAND COUNCIL 
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Development Control Committee – 21st July 2008  
 
Five Year Supply of Housing Assessment 
 
 

1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 This report informs members of the content of Breckland’s Five Year Supply of 
Housing Assessment as required by the Government’s Planning Policy 
Statement 3 which can be found in Appendix A of this report. 

 

2. Recommendations 
 It is recommended that the Panel: 
 
2.1     Note the contents of this report for their information  
 

 
Note:  In preparing this report, due regard has been had to equality of opportunity, 
human rights, prevention of crime and disorder, environmental and risk management 
considerations as appropriate.  Relevant officers have been consulted in relation to any 
legal, financial or human resources implications and comments received are reflected in 
the report. 
 

3. Background  

3.1 Planning Policy Statement 3 (PPS3) sets out the Government’s national planning policy 
framework for housing.  Paragraph 7 of PPS3 requires Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) 
to assess and demonstrate the extent which existing plans already fulfil the requirement 
set out in Paragraph 54 of the PPS to identify and maintain a rolling five-year supply of 
deliverable land for housing. 

3.2 In 2007 the Department for Communities and Local Government published guidance on 
the production of 5 year supply of deliverable sites for housing assessments.  Where a 
Development plan document outlining housing requirements for the District is not 
adopted, the guidance states that LPAs should use figures adopted in Regional Spatial 
Strategies (RSS). 

3.3 Policy H1 of The East of England Plan (the RSS) requires Breckland to deliver at least 
15,200 dwellings over the period from 2001 to 2021.  This equates to 760 a year.  As this 
annual target has not been met in the years 2001/02 to 2007/08 the annual target for 
housing delivery in Breckland is now 815 dwellings a year.  This figure equates to a five 
year requirement of deliverable land for 4075 dwellings.  Therefore Breckland’s housing 
supply for the next 5 years needs to assessed against this higher figure. 

3.4 Breckland’s “Five Year Supply of Housing Assessment” can be found in Appendix A.  
The document assesses Breckland’s supply of deliverable sites against the requirement 
to deliver 4075 dwellings over the period to 2013.   

 Issues 

3.5 The assessment identifies that Breckland currently has a 2.8 year supply of deliverable 
housing sites.  This means Breckland is 1786 dwellings short of its 5 year target.  
Therefore Breckland cannot demonstrate a 5 year supply of housing. 



 

 

3.6 Paragraph 71 of PPS3 states that where LPAs cannot demonstrate a five year supply of 
housing they must consider planning applications for housing favourably with regard to 
policies in PPS3 including the wider sustainability considerations outlined in paragraph 
69 of the PPS   

3.7 For reference, paragraph 69 requires LPAs to have regard to the following when 
determining planning applications : 

• Achieving high quality housing 

• Ensuring developments achieve a mix of housing 

• The environmental sustainability and the suitability of the site for housing 

• Using land efficiently and effectively 

3.8 The implications of this mean that in certain circumstances a departure from the                    
development plan may be acceptable in policy terms, given the weight of PPS3 as a 
material   consideration in the determination of a planning application for residential 
development.   However, this does not mean that any housing proposal in any location 
is acceptable.  

3.9 The Breckland 5 Year Supply of Housing Assessment found in Appendix A includes a 
strategy for dealing with planning applications for housing with are not in complete 
conformity with the saved policies of the Breckland Adopted Local Plan (1999). 

3.10 The Breckland 5 Year Supply of Housing Assessment will be updated annually to take 
into account the results of the District’s Annual Monitoring Report.  It is likely that the 
assessment will be updated in the autumn to take fully into account the outcomes of 
the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment which is currently being prepared.  

 

3. Options 

3.46 This report is for information only.  There are no options available 

3.47 Reasons for Recommendation(s) 

3.48 To inform members of the latest situation regarding housing land supply ion the 
District and the implications of Planning Policy Statement 3 in determining planning 
applications for housing.  

 

4. Risk and Financial Implications 

4.1 Risk  

4.1.1 I have completed the Risk Management questionnaire and can confirm that risk has 
been given careful consideration, and that there are no significant risks identified 
associated with the information in this report. NOTE: depending on the outcome of 
the decision made this could include risks for Members not agreeing to the proposed 
preferred recommendation option, or risks attached to the agreed preferred 
recommendation option. 

4.2 Financial  

4.2.1 There are no financial implications.  

 



 

 

5. Legal Implications 

5.1 There are no direct legal implications.   

 

 

6. Other Implications  

a) Equalities: There is no Equalities Impact Assessment to accompany this report.   

b) Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998: None  

c) Section 40, Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006: None   

d) Human Resources: None   

e) Human Rights:  None  

 

7. Alignment to Council Priorities 

• Environment 

• Prosperous Communities 

 

8.1 This report affects all Wards in Breckland. 
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