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Purpose: 
The purpose of this report is to inform Members of the contents of the Annual Monitoring Report 
for the financial year 2012/13. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 Local Planning Authorities are required to produce a monitoring report annually under 

Section 35 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and Section 34 of the 
Town and Country Planning Regulations (Local Planning) 2012. The Annual Monitoring 
Report (AMR) sets out the progress and implementation of the policies contained within 
the Local Development Framework. The data contained within the AMR covers the 
financial year from 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013, and follows the strategic themes set 
out within the Core Strategy. The Strategic Themes cover the topic areas:  

 
• Housing, Employment and Regeneration,  
• Natural Resources,  
• Environment; and  
• Accessibility.  

 
1.2 In addition to the above, the AMR also report on the progress of policies contained within 

the Thetford Area Action Plan DPD and the Site Specifics Policies and Proposals DPD. 
 

1.3 The full AMR is included at Appendix A of this report. The following paragraphs provide a 
brief summary of the information contained within the AMR. 

 
Housing 

1.4 Over the past financial year 329 new homes were completed within Breckland. This is the 
lowest completions rates the District has seen over the plan period for the Core Strategy 
since 2001. Of these 329 new dwellings, 86 were affordable which equates to 26% of the 
total completed. 

 

1.5 The AMR also updates the Districts housing trajectory. The trajectory is informed by the 
housing numbers contained within the Council’s adopted Core Strategy and 
demonstrates the need for a significant increase in house building in the District over the 
remainder of the plan period. Alongside the district wide housing trajectory, a previously 
developed land trajectory is also included within the report. The amount of new 
development on previously developed land is set to decrease over the remainder of the 
plan period. There is limited previously developed land in Breckland due to the Districts 
rural nature, and as such the majority of new allocations are on greenfield land. 

 

1.6 Local Authorities are required to produce a five year land supply statement. This 
statement was reported separately to Planning Committee on 29th July 2013. This year’s 

Recommendation(s): 
It is recommended that Members consider the contents of this report, and 
endorse its publication on the Local Plan webpage’s. 



statement shows that Breckland does not have a five year supply of housing land and 
instead can only currently demonstrate a 2.8 year supply. 

 
Employment 

1.7 There has been a significant quantum of employment land developed over the past 
financial year, equating to 28,418sqm. The majority of employment floorspace developed 
was for general industrial and distribution and storage units. Through the Site Specifics 
DPD new employment sites were allocated within Dereham and Swaffham, and further 
employment land has been allocated within Thetford through the Thetford Area Action 
Plan. 

  
Retail and Town Centres 

1.8 Surveys were carried out across the Districts five town centres to note current use 
classes. Within the towns there has been a slight decline in the quantum of A1 floorspace 
across all locations (i.e. town centre, edge of centre, out of centre and out of town 
locations).   Since 2006/7, there appears an overall increased trend of vacancy levels 
across each of the market towns with the highest peak in 2011/12.  Dereham illustrates a 
market town with the highest levels of vacant floorspace in the district, though this has 
slightly decreased since 2011/12.   Whilst Watton illustrates the lowest levels of vacant 
floorspace within the primary frontage area, this should be balanced against Thetford and 
Dereham containing overall higher level of retail floorspace.  

 
Environment 

1.9 Information is contained within the AMR on the status of the Environment across the 
District. Breckland contains 13% of all of the Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
within the East of England. Natural England monitors the condition all SSSI’s within 
Breckland on a rolling basis. Information from Natural England shows that there has been 
limited change in the condition of SSSI’s over the past year, 45% of sites be classified as 
being in a favourable condition. 

 

1.10 The District has seen a significant increase in the number of commercial scale renewable 
energy schemes granted planning permission over the past year, particularly in the form 
of solar farms. When installed, the applications permitted last year will in total have a 
capacity of 77.8MW.  

 
Local Development Scheme 

1.11 The AMR includes an update on progress of documents within the Local Development 
Framework. During the last financial year the Council adopted the Thetford Area Action 
Plan, and as such this years AMR contains guidance on the how the targets within the 
TAAP are being met. In the last financial year, work has also begun on the new Local 
Plan for the whole District. 

 

1.12 Members should note that the reviewed LDS was adopted in March 2013 and as such 
performance against it will be considered in this year’s AMR.  Furthermore, the Localism 
Act (2011) introduced the duty to co-operate between local planning authorities, the 
County Council and a number of other public bodies.  The Town and Country Planning 
Regulations (Local Planning) (England) 2012 require local authorities to include details of 
what action has been undertaken as part of the duty within annual monitoring reports.  

 

2. OPTIONS 

 
The annual monitoring report represents provides a factual update about the progress 
and implementation of the Councils planning policies. It is recommended that Members 
consider the report and agree its publication and its inclusion on the Councils website. 
 
 

3. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION 

The recommendation has been made in order to comply with the requirements of section 
35 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and Section 34 of the Town and 
Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 in regards to the 
publication of an annual monitoring report. 
 



4. EXPECTED BENEFITS  
 

By publishing this report the Local Authority will meet its duty as set out under section 35 
of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. 
 

5. IMPLICATIONS 
 

5.1 Legal - None 
 
5.2 Risks  - None 
 
5.3 Financial - None 

 
5.4 Timescales – Local Authorities are required to publish annual monitoring data as 

soon as it is available. 
 

5.5 Equality and Diversity - None 
 

5.6 Stakeholders / Consultation - None 
 

5.7 Contracts 

 

5.8 Section 17, Crime & Disorder Act 1998 
 

6. WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED 
All wards are affected by the Local Development Framework 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Lead Contact Officer 
Name/Post: Sarah Robertson, Planning Policy Officer (Capita Symonds) 
Telephone Number: 01362656857 
Email: sarah.robertson@capita.co.uk 
 
Director/Officer who will be attending the Meeting  
Name/Post: Sarah Robertson, Planning Policy Officer (Capita Symonds) 
            Phil Mileham, Planning Policy team Leader (Capita Symonds) 
 
Key Decision – No 
 
Appendices attached to this report:  
Appendix A: Breckland Annual Monitoring Report 2012-2013 


