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At a Meeting of the

GREATER THETFORD DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP COMMUNITY SUB-GROUP

Held on Wednesday, 21 March 2018 at 7.00 pm in
King's House, King Street, Thetford, IP24 2AT

PRESENT
Mr Robert Whittaker (RW) Chairman
Corrine Fulford (CF) – Community Representative
Mike Brown (MB) - Business Forum
Andy Cruse (AC) – Community Representative
Rae Herries (RH) – Brettenham & Kilverstone Parish Council
Doug Stephen (DS) – Croxton Parish Council

In Attendance
Riana Rudland – Breckland Place Manager, Breckland Council
Teresa Smith – Democratic Services Team Leader, Breckland Council

Action By
12/18 INTRODUCTION 

The Chairman welcomed members of the public to the meeting. 

13/18 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mr Hodgson, a member of the public, asked for his name to be spelt 
correctly on Page 1 of the minutes under Members of the public 
included. 

The Chairman asked for an amendment under minute reference 6/18 
(paragraph 5) to be amended to say ‘The Chairman had not seen a 
plan yet but would look into it’.

Subject to these amendments the minutes were approved.

14/18 ANNOUNCEMENTS AND MATTERS ARISING 

The Chairman attended the Greater Thetford Development 
Partnership (GTDP) board meeting on the 16 February.  He informed 
the Sub-Group that the Inward Investment and Projects and Planning 
Sub-Group had been superseded by the Officer Group.  This would 
mean the Sub-Groups representative Mr Cruse was no longer required 
on the projects and planning group. 

There would be a re-election of the independent members of the 
Community Sub-Group in May 2018.  It would be a repeat of the 
exercise held first time round, and the panel would consist of the Town 
Council representatives and the Chairman of the Board to consider the 
applications.  The Chairman offered that if anyone was interested they 
should put their applications forward.

The Chairman provided an update on previous public questions raised:

Railway Station – the Board had agreed to write to Greater Anglia for 
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consideration on improving the station.  The Town Council had begun 
to investigate the possibility of moving the allotments so additional 
parking could be provided.

Healthcare Provisions – the Chairman had passed on the relevant 
details to Mr Doleman at Norfolk County Council who had been co-
ordinating health issues for the board.

Transport issues – Norfolk County Council have held a stakeholder 
workshop on a study they are undertaking in Thetford.  The Chair has 
provided an input on behalf of the Sub-Group.

Thetford Town Council and Breckland Council were working together 
to submit a bid to the Joint Heritage Lottery fund to promote the 
heritage of Thetford.  

The Chairman had spoken with a representative at Norfolk County 
Council who would meet with the Chairman after Easter to discuss the 
cycling and walking report in more detail.

A report had been presented by Norfolk County Council to the recent 
Board meeting. The Chairman informed members of the Sub-Group 
that the original plan to move Raleigh Infant School to the new site, 
and expand both it and Admirals Academy to Primary schools was 
under review.  The Board would be advised of further details as soon 
as possible.

Mr Stephen said that a school supply study relating to Thetford that 
had been published suggested that no additional places were required 
at the existing schools.  He felt it right that Norfolk County Council 
Children’s services were reviewing the timescales for providing a new 
school.

A member of the public referred the Chairman to his previous query on 
reporting the standard of the potholes.  He had had used the ‘report it’ 
function on the website but this was only for reporting a pothole and 
not the standard of the repairing of the potholes.  The Chairman said 
to forward the information and he would pass it on.

ACTION: Chairman to forward on the information to 
Norfolk County Council highways once received.

RWh

15/18 SUSTAINABLE URBAN EXPANSION AND THETFORD 
ENTERPRISE PARK UPDATES 

Breckland Council had been successful in its bid to the HCA for 
funding to provide infrastructure for the sustainable urban extension.

The Chairman reminded those present that the first planning 
application of 350 homes was available for comment on the Breckland 
Council planning portal.  

The completion of the Thetford Enterprise Park roundabout would be 
during 2019. 
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A member of the public raised that he had been looking at the planning 
application details and was concerned that the house sizes for the 
affordable housing was under the appropriate standard.  He also 
raised concerns that there were a number of documents that did not 
have the correct information.
The Breckland Place Manager explained that comments are received 
from statutory consultees, and if further information was needed to 
clarify points the Planning Officer would seek the from the developers 
during the consultation period.  

16/18 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

A member of the public raised concern that Norfolk County Council 
would be charging for disposal of DIY waste with effect from 1 April.  

The Breckland Place Manager said the Strategic Waste Officers Group 
would be actively monitoring fly-tipping across the County.  Breckland 
Council would be monitoring the impact both before and after the 
implementation.  In addition, Breckland District Councillors had already 
asked for data which would be reported to the Overview and Scrutiny 
Commission, and invited members of the Sub-group to attend.

CF was disappointed and raised that in the past a representative had 
attended a meeting of the sub-group to discuss the waste 
management and felt it gave an inconsistent approach and therefore 
the issue should be followed up.

The Breckland Place Manager confirmed that all District Councils 
would be monitoring the issue.  If the public were using ‘green bins’ for 
disposal of DIY waste it would be noticeable in the reported figures.

ACTION – the Chairman of the Sub-Group would highlight 
the concern of local residents to the GTDP Board, and ask 
for a letter to be written to Breckland and Norfolk County 
Council to explain why the new charges had been 
implemented, especially as fly-tipping was on the increase.

RWh

17/18 ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

 (a) Little Ouse Waterspace Study  

Thetford Town Councillor Wright gave an informative presentation to 
the sub-group on the Little Ouse Waterspace study.  The Little Ouse 
River had been influential in the history of Thetford and there was a 
vision to bring the river back to life today.

The project was launched by Thetford Town Council, Breckland 
Council and Elizabeth Truss MP on the 1 February to explain the 
vision of developing 4 locks between Thetford Mill and Brandon lock, 
and the budget to develop this would be in the region of £12m.  The 
project would consider not only what happened on the river, but also 
the river frontage.
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During the summer of 2017 there was the opportunity to use kayaks 
along the river.  However this was not advertised effectively as it 
happened at the last minute.  This year there will be a River Day on 
the 21 July, which will encourage visitors to a variety of activities on 
and along the river.

Members were shown photographs of footpaths that have overgrown 
and Cllr Wright was working alongside the Communities Team at 
Breckland Council to consider ways of improving the footpaths 
without incurring major costs.

Cllr Wright explained that he was negotiating a meeting with the 
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and Breckland Council to be 
advocates for the scheme.

MB said Thetford were lucky to have the habitats of the chalk stream 
and would not be happy to see it being dredged.

A member of the public raised concern on the number of units that 
were empty along riverside, and the vision of the café culture should 
be supported, and suggested the old Argos unit could be a good 
starting point to offer this facility.  

MB highlighted that retail was changing and that a collective view 
needed to be taken.  He understood that a full offer was given with 
regards to the purchase of Riverside Units, however it was refused in 
a bid for asking for more money. He was disappointed to hear this 
matter as it may have brought interest into the filling of units on the 
other side.  Whilst he understood that the Riverside units needed to 
be filled, he felt the Gym did not share the vision of the riverside 
culture it was trying to create.

CF said that at the meeting of Breckland Council Cabinet on 20 
March it discussed the commercial letting of the Riverside units, 
where all three units would be knocked into one for the opening of a 
24/7 Gym.  She shared disappointment in this decision as the 
process was not understood of how the Council had come to that 
decision, especially as the original stance was to only offer these 
units to food outlets.  The original vision of the Riverside project was 
to regenerate nightlife within the town, and was frustrated that letting 
the units to a gym did not do this.

A member of the public asked what Breckland Council’s 
responsibilities were for the river weed as it was not manageable at 
the moment, and a large amount of waste was being collected 
around the weed.

The Breckland Place Manager explained that the Environment 
Agency were responsible for the cutting of the weed, however, if it 
was becoming a health issue, then Breckland Council would add 
pressure onto the Environment Agency.  Cllr Wright added that he 
was liaising with the Communities Team at Breckland Council to 
ensure this would be resolved for the summer months.
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The Breckland Place Manager added that there were a range of 
projects the Market Town Initiative would be used to promote 
businesses in the High Street.  She would liaise with the Inward 
Investment Manager to encourage community clean-ups, but if there 
were specific areas that were needed to be focussed on then the 
information should be passed to the Communities Team.    

A number of questions were raised with regards to the letting of the 
Riverside commercial units to a Gym establishment, and were noted 
as follows:

1. Why had the Gym been offered 3-units at Riverside?
2. What had been the process to reach this decision – 

especially when at the outset the units were for food outlets 
only.

3. Why has Breckland Council’s changed its view?  What was 
the strategic plan?

4. Had there been a commitment to spend public money to 
support the rent on the building for the Gym?

5. What would be the impact to Parkwood Leisure and the 
penalties it would incur?

6. Why had Breckland submitted their own planning application 
for the change of use? 

7. Why had the ‘change of use’ not been offered to other 
businesses (such as retail), to give a chance to apply for a 
unit?

ACTION: The sub-group to write to Breckland Council to ask 
the above questions.

The Breckland Place Manager explained that it was Breckland 
Council’s building and therefore should apply for the planning 
permission.

RWh

18/18 ITEMS TO NOTE 

The items were noted. 

19/18 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The Chairman had a copy of the planning application for the gym at 
the Riverside Units as discussed under the previous item.

CF raised the Thetford Calendar Competition, and the closing date for 
entries was the 31 May.  She encouraged anyone to enter, but that 
photos must be taken within Thetford or 2-miles from the Parish 
Boundary.

20/18 MEETING SUMMARY 

The Chairman would complete this and arrange for it to be uploaded 
onto the website.

The meeting closed at 9.15 pm CHAIRMAN



GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting

Wednesday 21st March 2018, 7–9pm,
King’s House, King Street, Thetford

Meeting Highlights
• The four independent members of the Community Sub-Group will be refreshed

in the next couple of months. Applications will be invited, with a decision being made
by a panel comprising the GTDP Board chair and the three council representatives on
the Sub-Group. Those interested should watch for further announcements.

• Cllr Stuart Wright gave a presentation and answered questions on the proposals in the
Little Ouse Waterspace Study. Some projects are already underway, but the challenge
will be to find funding for the larger capital projects. The full study can be read at:
http://www.thetfordtowncouncil.gov.uk/download/20177/ .

• The planning application for the first part of the Sustainable Urban Expansion
remains open for public comments. The application number is 3PL/2017/1576/D, and it
can be viewed online at https://goo.gl/QDX43g . There are many documents, but the
Design Statement at http://goo.gl/GqMNiu is a good place to start.

• A planning application has been submitted to allow a gym to open in three of the
empty units by the cinema. There was concern that this was a deviation from the
original vision of cafés and restaurants. The application number is 3PL/2018/0227/F, and
it can be viewed online at https://goo.gl/u45muT. The public can submit comments.

• Concern was raised about the charges for disposing of DIY waste at the NCC Re-
cycling Centre on Brunel Way that will come in on 1st April (details at https:

//www.norfolk.gov.uk/diywaste). The meeting felt that the charges were a false econ-
omy, as they were likely to lead to increases in fly-tipping and in non-recyclable household
waste. Breckland Council will be monitoring both for detrimental effects of the new policy.

• An updated draft of the Cycling and Walking Routes Report will be available shortly
from http://www.gtdp.org.uk/cycling-walking.

For more information, the agenda and papers for the meeting can be found online at
http://www.gtdp.org.uk/community-subgroup. The full minutes will be uploaded there
within about two weeks of the meeting.

Next GTDP Board Meeting: 9th April 2018 (10am–12 noon; venue to be confirmed.)

Next Community Sub-Group Meeting: 16th May 2018 (7–9pm; King’s House, Thetford)
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