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Ian Vargeson – Member Services Manager
General Enquiries: Telephone No. 01362 656870
Member Services Fax No. 01362 690821
DX743950 Dereham 2

To The Chairman and Members of the
Development Control Committee

Your Ref:
Our Ref:

HM/L.3.4

All other Members of the Council – for information

Contact:

Helen McAleer

Direct Dial:

01362 656381

E-mail:

helen.mcaleer@breckland.gov.uk

Date

11 February 2009

AGENDA SUPPLEMENT
Dear Sir/Madam
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE - MONDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2009
I refer to the agenda for the above-mentioned meeting and enclose the following items:
Item No

Report Title

8

THETFORD: FORMER SULTANS SITE, LONDON ROAD: Erection
of non-food retail warehouse (A1) & external garden centre,
associated access, servicing, car park, landscaping for Location
3 Properties Ltd and Sultans: Reference: 3PL/2008/1497/F

(a)

Page Nos
59 - 64

Report of the Development Services Manager.

8

(b)

Brettenham: Home Farm, Shadwell: Change of Use from
agriculture fields to equine use incorporating an all weather
gallop and two stables consisting of six boxes each for Mr Philip
Hodson: Reference: 3PL/2008/1419/F
Report of the Development Services Manager.

Yours faithfully

Helen McAleer
Member Services Officer

Breckland Council, Elizabeth House, Walpole Loke, Dereham, Norfolk NR19 1EE
www.breckland.gov.uk
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Agenda Item 8a

BRECKLAND COUNCIL
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE – 16th February 2009
REPORT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES MANAGER
(Author: Jayne Owen (Senior Development Control Officer)
THETFORD: FORMER SULTANS SITE, LONDON ROAD
Applicant:
Location 3 Properties Ltd and Sultans
Reference: 3PL/2008/1497/F
DEFERRED ITEM REPORT
This report concerns a planning application which seeks planning permission for the
erection of a non-food retail warehouse (A1) and external garden centre, associated
access, servicing, car parking, landscaping. The application was due to be
considered by committee on 5th January 2009, but was deferred to allow the impact
on protected trees to be addressed. Full details of the application are set out in the
original committee report (attached).
The original scheme proposed an access arrangement which, if approved, would
have necessitated the loss of several contorted pine trees along the frontage of
London Road. These trees were at this time not protected. Since the original report
was drafted, the trees have become the subject of a Tree Preservation Order.
Consequently the scheme has been revised relocating the access approximately
12m to the west to avoid the loss of several contorted scots pine trees which are now
protected by tree preservation order.
County Highways initially raised some concerns with respect to the revised layout
particularly with regard to the right hand turn lanes, however, they have reconsidered
the proposal, taking into account the need to retain the trees, and have confirmed
that highway safety would not be significantly compromised by the revised access
arrangements and have now accepted the access in the revised location.
Additional information was requested by the Council's Tree and Countryside Officer
and has been submitted by the applicant including full details of construction
methods and tree protection measures with respect to where the proposed new
entrance and parking spaces infringe the root protection areas of trees to be retained
and details of how the level change would be dealt with having regard to the need for
re-grading the slope to accommodate the access arrangements. These details have
been agreed and are acceptable to the Council's Tree and Countryside Officer.
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that permission is granted as amended
subject to conditions and the completion of a section 106 agreement requiring the
submission, auditing, monitoring and reviewing of a travel plan.
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Agenda Item 8b

BRECKLAND COUNCIL
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE – 16TH FEBRUARY 2009
REPORT OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES MANAGER
(Author: Viv Bebbington, Senior Development Control Officer)
BRETTENHAM: HOME FARM
Applicant: Mr P Hodson, Nunnery Stud
Reference: 3PL/2008/1419/F
DEFERRED ITEM REPORT
This report concerns a planning application for change of use of land from
agricultural to equine use and the construction of an all weather gallop and two
isolation stable blocks, each containing 6 boxes. The application was considered by
members on 26th January 2009, but was deferred. Members wished to establish
whether some agricultural use of the land could be maintained within the site whilst
also being used for the purposes sought. Full details of the application are set out in
the original committee report (attached).
The applicant has confirmed that he requires the central area of the gallops to be
used as grazing area for the horses which are stabled in the proposed stable blocks
adjacent the proposed gallops. The stables are to be used specifically as isolation
units. The applicant has indicated that bio security is of the highest importance. All
newly bought horses together with horses returning from competition are isolated
from the remaining horses for a period of two weeks to ensure that any disease
threat is spotted and treated before it infects the rest of the horses. The applicant
has confirmed that when horses are not on the premises the area within the gallops
will be grazed by sheep.
The grassed area within the gallops will have post and rail fencing. The gallop will
have no racing rails. The applicant has confirmed that the perimeter area around the
outside of the gallops will be maintained as a wildlife buffer zone and separated from
the gallops by timber and wire fence.
The stables are well related to the existing buildings and are not visually intrusive in
the landscape. The site is bounded to the east and west by mature hedging and
trees. Views from the A1066 are limited. The proposal will not have a significant
effect on the rural character of the area.
In terms of bio diversity, the site is outside Special Preservation Area and the buffer
zone for the Stone Curlew. The RSPB have no records of stone curlews on the site
and have no objection to the proposal, however they have asked the applicant to
adopt a management plan that could increase the habitat for stone curlews. Natural
England has raised no objection to the proposal. The Council's Habitat Regulations
Consultant (LDF) has confirmed that the change in the use of the land is unlikely to
have an impact on the use of the land by Stone curlews.
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the application is approved subject to
conditions.
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