BRECKLAND COUNCIL
At a Meeting of the
CABINET
Held on Monday, 26 July 2021 at 9.30 am in
Breckland Conference Centre, The Anglia Room, Elizabeth House, Walpole Loke,
Dereham, NR19 1EE

PRESENT
Cllr Sam Chapman-Allen
(Chairman)
Cllr Paul Claussen (ViceChairman)
Cllr Gordon Bambridge
Cllr Paul Hewett

Cllr Ian Sherwood
Cllr Sarah Suggitt
Cllr Alison Webb

Also Present
Cllr Marion Chapman-Allen
Cllr Vera Dale

Cllr Philip Morton
Cllr Peter Wilkinson

In Attendance
Rob Walker

-

Anton Bull
Ryan Pack
Teresa Smith

-

Executive Director Place & Delivery and Monitoring
Officer
Procurement & Contracts Manager
Innovation and Change Business Partner
Democratic Services Team Leader
Action By

63/21 MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 21 June 2021 were confirmed as a
correct record.
64/21 APOLOGIES
Apologies were received from Councillors Cowen and Robinson.
65/21 URGENT BUSINESS
None.
66/21 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None.
67/21 NON-MEMBERS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE MEETING
The Chairman welcomed all non-Members present to the meeting.
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68/21 CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS (IF ANY)
The Chairman had attended a flag raising ceremony to celebrate Norfolk Day,
which celebrated all things Norfolk. He thanked everyone who made the
County the fine County that it was.
69/21 BRECKLAND COMMUNITY FUNDING APPLICATIONS (STANDING ITEM)
The Executive Member for Housing, Health and Communities, Councillor
Alison Webb informed Members that the following applications had been
received for approval during July:


Beetley Parish Council £1,874 to improve play facilities.



Ashill Parish Council £1,923 to provide a new notice board on the village
green.



Shipdham Parish Council £1,900 to carry out a range of improvements at
the WI hall.



Iceni Partnership £4,982 to relaunch a weekly lunch club in Swaffham.



Brisley Village Hall £5,000 to re-roof the village hall.



Sporle Pavilion £5,000 to improve play facilities.



Caring Friends for Cancer Mid Norfolk £2,085 to purchase additional
equipment for its loan library.



Croxton Village Social Club £5,000 to contribute towards a major
refurbishment of the club.

Members spoke of their appreciation to the Executive Member and her team
and said the grants would continue to transform and inspire communities.
70/21 Q1 21/22 PERFORMANCE REPORT
In the absence of the Executive Member for Customer, Digital and
Performance, the Innovation and Change Business Partner presented the
report to Members that provided an overview of the Council’s performance for
the period of 1st April to 30th June 2021.
It was highlighted that the Overview and Scrutiny Commission had requested
further information on the reporting of complaints, specifically on areas the
complaints covered. It was also highlighted that the staff turnover rate was
particularly high, but this had been down to the recent cessation of the shared
partnership with South Holland District Council.
The Executive Member for Property and Projects felt that the issue with the
staff turnover was a technicality and reference could have been made to that
fact within the report.
The Deputy Leader asked if any changes as a result of the Worksmart 20:20
project would be included within the next report. The Innovation and Change
2

Cabinet
26 July 2021
Action By

Business Partner said that whilst there had not been specific performance
indicators specified information would be included within the Quarter 2 report.
Members noted the contents of the report.
71/21 ANGLIA REVENUES AND BENEFITS PARTNERSHIP
The minutes from the Anglia Revenues and Benefits Partnership meeting
held on 22 June 2021 were noted.
72/21 NEXT MEETING
The arrangements for the next meeting on 20 September at 9.30am in the
Conference Suite, Elizabeth House, Dereham were noted.
73/21 EXCLUSION OF PRESS & PUBLIC
RESOLVED that under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972
the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of
business on the grounds that they involve the disclosure of exempt
information as defined in paragraphs 1,2,3 and 4 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to
the Act.
74/21 SHARED PROCUREMENT SERVICE
The Executive Member for Planning, Leisure and Contracts, Councillor Sarah
Suggitt, presented the report that considered a business case to enter into a
shared arrangement with other local Councils.
Members supported the proposal that looked to achieve financial savings
whilst supporting local businesses where possible and would provide focus
on social and environmental issues.
Reasons for Recommendation
The business case concluded that the do nothing option would not bring any
additional benefits and the federated model would bring some benefits but
the greatest benefits could be achieved through fully sharing procurement
services and combining the teams of all three councils together.
Options
The business case explores 3 options:
1. Do nothing
2. A “federated model”
3. A hosted service
RESOLVED that:
1) The Council creates a shared procurement team hosted by Breckland
Council to deliver a procurement service to all Councils who agree to
become members of a shared procurement service.
2) Authority be delegated to the Executive Director Place and Delivery to
approve the final agreements with other councils, budgets and staff to be
transferred from the other councils along with setting a saving target for
the shared procurement service to deliver.
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Recommend to FULL COUNCIL:
3) That Council agrees to increase the establishment of the Council through
the transfer of procurement staff from other local authorities.

The meeting closed at 10.08 am

CHAIRMAN
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