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GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 21st November 2018

1 GTDP Board Meetings

The GTDP Board did not meet as it would normally do in October, as a Stakeholder Summit
had been planned instead. However this did not take place either, to avoid a clash with a similar
event for the Cambridge Norwich Tech Corridor. Details of previous GTDP Board meetings can
be found online at http://www.gtdp.org.uk/board .

2 Answers and Updates to Public Questions and Concerns

Various issues have been raised by the public at previous Sub-Group meetings, and we have
attempted to investigate and provide updates.

Railway Station Access Issues and Parking. Various issues with the station have been
raised at different Community Sub-Group meetings, including the poor accessibility of
the footbridge and the lack of car parking. The Board wrote to Greater Anglia back in
March, but have yet to make any significant progress with them.

There is a possibility of moving some of the allotments to the north of the station to
make way for extra parking. However, replacement land for the allotments would need to
be found first, as it is a legal requirement to maintain allotments to meet local demand.
Breckland council had been trying to find alternative land, but had not found anything
acceptable to the Town Council (who own and manage the existing allotment) yet.

At the September 2018 meeting, Brenda Canham (Thetford Town Council representative
on the Sub-Group) agreed to find out what the situation was. She reports that Breckland
have not put in any desire for extended car parking at the station at present.

Cost of Purchasing Train Tickets on the Train. At the November 2017 Sub-Group meet-
ing, an issue was raised about passengers being charged more when buying tickets on the
train compared with buying them at the station. In almost all cases, this shouldn’t hap-
pen. The main exception is those travelling with East Midlands Trains, who do not give
railcard discounts on the train if ticketing facilities are available at the station.

The Board wrote to East Midlands Trains about this issue in April, and have got some
positive engagement from the company, but as yet there is nothing definite to report.
Hopefully there will be an update at the next Board meeting.

Health-Care Provision Concern had been expressed at various Community Sub-Group meet-
ings about the lack of planning for expanded health-care provision for the new SUE resi-
dents. There was again nothing further on this at the last Board meeting, but the issues
should be picked up in the forward plan work, and dealt with at a future meeting.

Bus Provision for Kingsfleet (SUE) A member of the public raised a query about Bus
provision for the new houses in the SUE at Sub-Group’s May 2018 meeting, and this
came up again as a correction to the draft minutes at the September 2018 meeting. As
result I looked into the planning policies and provisions currently being made.
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Thetford Area Action Plan policy TH26 requires:

New bus services to the town centre and to the existing employment areas on
Mundford Road and London Road will be in place from the first day of occupation
by a resident in the Thetford Urban Extension.

However, the planning permission currently agreed by Breckland only requires bus routes
to be available (not necessarily in use) at 80% occupancy of Phase 1. (Outline Planning
Conditions 29 and 30.)

Secondly, Thetford Area Action Plan policy TH11 states, in relation to the use of Joe
Blunt’s Lane railway underpass by buses, that:

iv. Buses only operate for school use and for no other purposes;
v. Buses operate in term time only and not at weekends, on bank holidays nor
outside of term times and for a limited time at the start and end of the school
day;

However, it appears that Breckland council have approved transport plans that suggest
regular bus services would later use the underpass throughout the day.

I have asked Breckland’s planning department to confirm and explain these apparent
discrepancies. (The first on 10th October and the second on 5th November.) Despite
requesting a response by 8th November so I could include details here, I have yet to
receive answers to the specific questions that I asked.

3 Community Sub-Group Independent Member Recruitment

Over the summer, applicants were invited for the four Independent Member positions on the
GTDP Community Sub-Group. The application deadline was Monday 1st October, and Breck-
land Council is handling the administrative side of the process. A panel comprising the GTDP
Board Chair (currently Cllr Sam Chapman-Allen) along with the town and parish reps on the
Sub-Group will be making the selections, and the process may include interviewing short-listed
candidates.

At time of writing, then panel has not yet met to discuss the applications, but Breckland will
shortly be making arrangements for this to happen. Applicants should expect to receive an
update after that. It is not clear to me why the process is taking so long, as I had expected that
the new independent members would be in place for this meeting.

4 Community Sub-Group Cycling and Walking Report

The Sub Group’s Cycling and Walking report got a positive response from the Board at
its last meeting in June. The full report is available online at http://www.gtdp.org.uk/

cycling-walking. The Board wanted to the relevant council officers to look at the recom-
mendations in more detail before considering actions, and it was requested that I meet with the
Officers to discuss things further. I have not heard anything more about this yet, and the draft
minutes from the meeting suggested that the officers would look at the report on their own. I
asked for an update on progress for the last Sub-Group meeting, and again for this meeting, but
have not received anything. I am told that there will be an update for the next Board meeting
on 27th November.
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