
(item m): Location: Lawn Cottage, Chapel Road (pages 215-222)     

Proposal: Demolition of dingle storey timber building, to create a building plot for two storey 
house 

REFERENCE: 3PL/2017/1415/O 

Applicant: Mr John Hackett 

Author: Fiona Hunter 

REPRESENTATIONS 

The applicant has submitted a response on 02/05/2018 to address the objections raised by a 
neighbour. This response is summarised below: 

- The local aquifer is the Chalk, the water table of this aquifer varies between 9.1m and 4.8m 
below ground. The chalk is approximately 70m below ground and the water table would only 
manifest itself if the chalk aquifer was reached. There is confidence therefore that the 
building of a property would not interfere with or influence the water table. 

- The ditch, to which the representation refers, is part of a small drainage system collecting 
runoff from land associated with Mona Farm to the north. Having worked at Mona Farm, 
lived in the Chapel Road and been associated with Lawn Cottage over a period of 25 years 
this ditch very rarely flows. There are no plans to change the sub-surface water channels. 

- Twyford Cottage is situated to the east of Lawn Cottage and therefore benefits from solar 
radiation from morning through noon and into the afternoon. The principal issue that affects 
both Twyford Cottage and Lawn Cottage alike in the late afternoon evening is the local 
presence of Leylandii on the western edge of Black Drift as well as others on adjoining 
boundaries. 

- There is an error in the Planning Committee Agenda section ‘Site & Location’ – Lawn Cottage 
is a two storey dwelling not a single storey as stated. 

- A dialogue between the applicant and occupier or Twyford Cottage took place before and 
during the application process. 

ASSESSMENT 

It is agreed that Lawn Cottage has two floors of accommodation, however, it is much lower than 
modern two storey properties. 

The comments regarding ground conditions is not supported by any evidence. 

  




