
Items for Discussion
GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 15th February 2017

(a) Public Spaces Protection Order for Thetford

Currently an area around the centre of Thetford is a Designated Public Place (PDD), subject
to an order banning the consumption of alcohol in public. This order is due to expire in
October 2017. Due to legislative changes it cannot be renewed, but a similar measure — a
”Public Spaces Protection Order” (PSPO) — can be made instead.

PSPOs were introduced in the Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014 as a way
to restrict certain activities that would otherwise have a detrimental effect on the quality
of life of those in the locality. The orders must be made by the local authority (Breckland
District Council in the case of Thetford) and can last for up to three years at a time. They
cover a specified area and can restrict activities such as street drinking, dog fouling, allowing
dogs off leads, and other anti-social behaviour. Any orders made must be published on the
Authority’s website, and signs must be erected around the area covered so as to inform the
public of the restrictions in place.

I understand that a PSPO for Thetford will be discussed by Breckland Council’s Cabinet
at their meeting on Tuesday 21st March. (The papers for that meeting should be available
from http://goo.gl/JJmscB a week beforehand.) The key questions will presumably be
whether or not to make an order, and if so what area it should cover and what activities
should be restricted. The Town Council are also due to discuss the potential PSPO at a
special meeting at 1:30pm on Wednesday 8th March. Both of these meetings should be open
to the public.

(b) Projects and Schemes to Promote to the GTDP Board

The GTDP Board is looking for some significant projects and schemes it can champion and
support for the benefit of Thetford. The community sub-group, in particular, has been asked
for suggestions of things that could be considered. While there is no specific funding available
at the moment, it is possible that money could be found/raised for the right projects. It
is also worth considering whether we think the Board should promote larger projects that
would have most benefit, but could take longer to realise; or (perhaps a number of) smaller
projects that could be completed more quickly with less outlay required.

It has been suggested that it would be helpful if the Sub-Group could prepare a short
background paper (perhaps 1/2 side of A4) on each project it wishes to propose to the
Board, making the case for support.

1

http://goo.gl/JJmscB

