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GTDP Community Sub-Group Meeting, 15th March 2017

1 GTDP Board Meetings

The GTDP Board held a meeting on 17th February. Neither myself or the Vice-Chair were
able to attend, so the Community Sub-Group was instead represented by Diana Goucher.
Draft minutes from that meeting should be available online at http://goo.gl/72sA7L.

A significant proportion of the meeting was spent in private session discussing the vision,
aims and objectives for the Board. These have now been approved by the Board, but have
yet to be formally published. The Board also agreed that the Community Sub-Group will
officially be consulted on the new vision, aims, and objectives shortly.

Amongst other things, the following issues were raised with the Board at the meeting:

• Potential shortfall in healthcare provision

• King Street Square issues

• Croxton Road/Mundford Road junction, and Mundford Road in general

• Need for land in the new development for community use

• Improvements to the GTDP website

Further details on these points can be found in the minutes at the link above.

It was reported at the Board meeting that some observers had found the Sub-Group
meetings rather negative. This may be a fair point, but is perhaps somewhat inevitable
when we are dealing with problems and issues raised by members of the public. A good
antidote would be some good news about action taken as a result, so hopefully GTDP
partners will work together to help make this happen.

It was also suggested that we might consider moving the venue of our meetings to be more
accessible to different members of the community. This has been suggested previously,
but Breckland staff who organise the venues for us were unable to find anywhere more
central for this block of meetings. We could try asking again when arranging the next
block though.

2 GTDP Website Improvements

The GTDP website at http://www.gtdp.org.uk/ is managed by Breckland Council on
behalf of the Board. Various improvements were discussed and agreed between repre-
sentatives of the Council and the Community Sub-Group in October 2016. So far, the
majority of these improvements have yet to be made. At the last Sub-Group meeting
on 15th February, Robert Walker promised to provide an estimated timescale for the im-
provements to be made. Despite me following this up, no further information has been
provided in time for this report.
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3 Answers to Public Questions

Various issues have been raised by the public at previous Sub-Group meetings, and we
have attempted to investigate and provide answers.

Bus Interchange Issues. Various issues have been raised concerning the Bus Inter-
change, and enquires have been made with Norfolk County Council on 16th January.
I heard back just before the last meeting that work is ongoing to install an internet
connection to the digital screen. However, despite chasing this up again, I have
yet to have any response on the other issues raised: the lack of signage to prevent
drivers accidentally entering the bus station, the lack of a pedestrian crossing on
Minstergate, and the ability for private hire coaches to use the spare stands.

Railway Station Parking and Access. At the Sub-Group meeting on 11th January,
various issues were raised about the railway station, including its lack of parking, and
lack of accessibility for the disabled and those with limited mobility. In particular,
it was noted that Station Lane, the road access to the northern platform, is not an
adopted highway, and as a result of the condition of the surface, taxis will often
refuse to use it.

I am still following up these issues with Greater Anglia, and now have contact details
for someone who will hopefully be able to explain the current situation, and know
of what plans, if any, there are to address any of the concerns.
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